
Rothbury Traditional Music Festival 2014 

Minutes of meeting held 21st May 2014, 7pm, Queens Head Hotel 

 

Present: Barry Chalk (BC - Chair), Jean Tocker ( JT), Caroline Dawson (CD), Jules Dowson (JD), Mary 

Bathgate (MB), Lynn Tocker (LT). 

1. Welcome and Apologies: Charlie Gale (CG), Krista Tocker (KT) and Carole Murray (CM) sent 

apologies. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting were agreed as a true record. 

Matters arising from the minutes: 

BC asked TB about the Jubilee Hall agreement – TB referred to agreement and noted that 

room charge was at a standard rate.  Committee requested that TB clarify what the rate 

covered and whether handover details were available in order to prevent future confusion 

regarding heating and lighting facilities at events. 

TB suggested that Rothbury Pipe Band receive the same payment as Neilston Pipe Band 

(£100) – committee agreed. 

LT had located competition paperwork. 

3. Budget and funding 

Festival current account: £4983.71 

Festival deposit account: £86.50 

Ceilidh band current account: £1725.55 

Ceilidh band deposit account: £105.33 

Poetry account: £2393.29 

LT tabled invoice of £156 for 5000 flyers.  TB to action. 

BC briefed committee re funding secured from Northumberland National Park.  Please see 

attached note for information. 

4. Advertising 

LT tabled new flyers which were available for distribution.   

LT tabled Border Events magazine containing Festival advert.   

All committee to seek FREE advertising opportunities where possible to keep advertising 

costs to a minimum.   

LT to send press release/request to Gazette.   



LT had almost completed Festival programme.  BC had completed Chairman’s welcome and 

CM had delivered Pipe Band write up.   

JT offered to make posters and display around local venues. 

BC to contact Mike at PdP for possible 3 further banners for roadside advertising. 

All committee discussed festival T-Shirts following review of stock by JT and KT.  Original cost 

was £1188 for 120 assorted.  New colour (possibly green) was suggested to enable 

‘collectors’ to gain new version.  JT/KT to enquire via contact re cost and timescale for new 

stock. 

5. Festival 2014 

TB confirmed with committee re purchase of festival insurance – cost circa £500. 

CD had received an enquiry from Queens Head regarding supply of bar facilities.  Committee 

agreed to go ahead with agreement this year but all to consider possibility of running 

Festival’s own bars in 2015 to maximise profit.  Issue of post-event clear-up was raised. 

LT confirmed Andrew Charlton would MC Mart and Benny Graham would MC church.  LT 

was willing to MC outdoor stage if no other volunteers came forward. 

CM had sent a request by proxy regarding co-ordination of volunteers/stewards on Festival 

Saturday.  Committee agreed that if CM could produce a timetable/schedule for the 

stewards, this would be administered/co-ordinated via the Festival Office during the 

weekend. 

TB suggested a meeting of potential volunteers prior to Festival weekend. 

CD agreed to help with children’s competition and would attend the first part of the Church 

concert. 

Committee discussed collection buckets.  All committee to consider who best to ask to carry 

collection buckets during festival weekend. 

LT to provide TB with list of individuals requiring payment for Festival. 

CM raised by proxy possibility of a hog roast on Festival Saturday.  Committee in favour of 

this provided it is appropriately licensed.  JT and JD to consider spacing for Festival stalls 

such as this following Rothbury Street Fair. 

LT informed the committee that Richard Edes had offered his flat for use during Festival 

weekend.  LT intended to offer this to Sound team. 

6. AOB 

TB raised a number of outstanding invoices re performing rights etc, TB to settle as 

appropriate. 

JT raised Rothbury Street Fair. 



KT had volunteered to set up with JT.  LT and JD to help from around 11am.  TB and MB to 

help from 1pm.  CD may be available after work for take down.  JT to purchase stock for 

tombola. 

MB and TB tabled kind offer from Alnwick Pipers.  TB to arrange for collection of books.  JD 

to write a thankyou letter. 

CM tabled Orkney Programme by proxy. 

7. Date of next meeting 

Next meeting confirmed as Wednesday 18th June, 7pm, Queens Head Hotel. 

 



Rothbury Traditional Music Festival 2014 

Note of meeting held between RTMF and Northumberland National Park – Tuesday 22nd April 2014 

 

Present:  

RTMF: Barry Chalk (BC), Jules Dowson (JD)  

NNP: Ruth Dickenson (RD) 

 

BC updated RD on Festival 2014, the ceilidh band, poetry in schools project, Irish Night fundraiser 

and the benefits gained from the posters and banners – all of which has been helped by the funding 

from NNP previously secured. 

JD outlined some of the possible areas which needed funding and shared details where possible on 

Festival expenditure. 

RD pointed out that the Area Fund to which we had applied previously could not be used to ‘repeat 

fund’ anything, but another project could be considered.  RD commented that ‘funding for ongoing 

tuition’ for example would be difficult to obtain because it required regular payment.  RD mentioned 

that the Sustainable Development Fund was a slightly bigger fund than the Area Fund and could be a 

possible source for a project – to be discussed.  RD would be happy to help formulate an application 

for this – the book of poetry was mentioned as a possibility. 

RD raised the possibility of providing annual sponsorship to the Festival as it is classed as a ‘country 

show’.  All present discussed the possibility and it was agreed that this year NNP would be happy to 

sponsor RTMF to the tune of £500 and that the monies would be used to purchase additional 

publicity materials to further boost attendance at the Festival and improve our marketing strategy. 

RD was to email BC and JD to confirm this arrangement.  Sponsorship in future years would be 

discussed in relation to monies available from NNP.   

RD suggested applying to the Community Chest and possible other funds and was keen to help us 

develop this further after Festival 2014.  RD also suggested contacting Dean Wilkinson of the 

Tourism Association to make them aware of the Festival and our need for funds.  JD to send an email 

to Dean. 

All discussed the possibility of the Ceilidh Band attending some of the Country shows in the area – 

namely Harbottle, Ingram, Alwinton?  RD indicated that NNP may be able to negotiate free pitch 

space for a possible tent/stall for fundraising and advertising purposes. 

 

 


